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The track we were instructed to follow led us through
the mine-strewn waters. Shortly before, lightships were
laid out for us so as to make navigation by night safe,
and the course was arranged to keep us clear of mines.
Nevertheless, torpedo boat V 30 struck a mine and sank.
The casualties were two dead and three wounded; the
crew was taken on board another torpedo boat. To
replace this torpedo boat, which was lost purely by
accident, the English nevertheless demanded a substitute,
and this was supplied by the German Armistice
Commission.
The 20 November was again a sunny day, only some-
what misty. The monotony of the day was broken by
the sending of a dispatch boat with letters from the Fleet
Command to the English leader, and during the evening
by the news that the light cruiser Koln had leaks in all
her condensers, but would attempt to follow us. Another
small cruiser was told off to stand by the Koln and if
necessary to take her in tow.
And now, dawn of the 21 November, the day settled
for our arrival at the Firth of Forth. This day too was
sunny, but still very misty as well. Our hope that fog
would hide us unfortunately did not come true. All the
time the mist diminished the most impressive part of
the picture for the enemy. Punctually at 8 o'clock the
rendezvous was made with the English forces which were
to lead us through the obstructions. An English cruiser
took station at the head of the line of heavy cruisers and
battleships and with increased speed headed for the Firth
of Forth. Ever more English ships, and ships of the
Entente, appeared out of the foggy background, taking
station ahead of us or shutting us in, on both sides.
Even a French warship appeared, an unusual sight in the
North Sea. Over us cruised airships and aeroplanes. All